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Tampa Post Co-Sponsors Operation Helping Hand Dinner 

   The Tampa Post  
co-sponsored Operation 
Helping Hand’s August 
monthly dinner for military 
families whose family member 
is recovering from treatment 
at the James A. Haley 
Veteran's Hospital.   
   Officers and members made 
it a special evening starting 
with displaying a huge “troop 
support” banner (center 
photo), and helping to serve 
dinner, (bottom photo). Post 
President David O’Brien and 
former Post President Irvin 
Lee talked with the attendees 
and assisted Bob Silah, 
Operation Helping Hand, 
talking with the guests (top 
photo).   
   Many thanks to Post 
members and guests who 
attended the event including: 
Brad Carlson, Scott Harkness, 
Irvin Lee, JR Kozera, Barry 
Westmark, Jeanne Germaise, 
Don Germaise, Dave O’Brien, 
Mary Matthews-Hains and 
Paul Hains. It was an uplifting 
evening for all!    
 

Giving Back 

Preparing to serve are 
Tampa Post members: 
Brad Carlson, left, Jeanne  
Germaise and Barry 
Westmark. 

JR Kozera - Photography 

More photos on page 8  
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Get Connected -  

DATE:  Wednesday, September 11, 2013 
 
LOCATION:  MacDill Air Force Base 
  Golf Course Clubhouse 
  7315 Bayshore Blvd 
  Tampa, FL 33621  
 
AGENDA:  11:30 am-12:00 pm       
            Registration/Networking 
                 12:00 pm 
   Sponsor Presentation 
                 11:45 pm-1:00 pm 
   Luncheon & Event  
                 1:00 pm 
   Raffle Draw 
 
TOPIC:  Emergency Jeopardy 
  
SEPTEMBER SPONSOR:  The Ash Group, Inc. 
  
CONTACT:  RSVP by close of business,  
                  Thursday, September 5 
       From the convenience of your  
       computer, you can now securely: 
        - register for this event 
        - sign up for your base pass 
        - pay for your lunch (through paypal  
          or credit card) 
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REGISTER: Closes Thursday Sept 5 

Don’t miss the info and fun! 



Gold Event Sponsor 
Focus on  
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Overview 
   The Ash Group, Inc. (Ash),  
formerly Ash Engineering, Inc., is   
a multi-disciplined consulting firm  
headquartered in Tampa, Florida,  
supporting clients’ diverse needs  
for engineering, utilities, sciences,  
and construction solutions since   
1993. Our staff serves a broad 
range of market sectors including  
municipal, state and federal governments, major  
utilities, and private entities.  The company’s early 
focus on engineering brought success, growth, and 
the realization that our clients were in need of many 
other services.  In response, Ash diversified our 
services to include utilities, sciences, and 
construction.  Today our primary service groups 
include: 
 
Engineering – general civil, utility, marine, water  
                       resources, ecological, environmental 
  
Utilities – infrastructure design, relocation design,  
                utility coordination, subsurface utility  
                engineering (SUE) and locating 
  
Sciences – environmental permitting and  
                  compliance, ecological assessments and  
                  monitoring, wetland delineations,  
                  biological surveys, habitat mapping,  
                  restoration design, and construction  
                  oversight 
  
Construction – construction management,  
                        construction inspection,   
                        design/build, general site work,  
                        utility installations 
  
   Throughout our evolution, our customers have 
received the same conscientious, complete, and cost-
effective service and solutions that define Ash’s 
reputation.  We take great pride in our catalog of 
repeat customers with whom we have forged deep 
relationships that have endured over our country’s 
most difficult economic times.  Ash still serves our 
very first client from 1993. 
    Ash is a licensed Engineering Business (EB6603), 
with multiple professional engineers, a General 
Contractor (CGC#1519893), Building Contractor 
(CBC#1258485), an Underground Utility Contractor 

MacDill AFB eastern shoreline stabilization project 

 

Janice Sands Ash, P.E. 
Founder, President 

(CUC#1224949), and a Professional Wetland Scientist 
(PWS#1639).  Ash is a certified woman-owned, 
disadvantaged small business enterprise with the Federal 
government (SBA 8a and 8m, WOSB, SBE), and various 
state and local governments (WMBE and DBE).  Contact: 
jash@ash-grp.com or 813-290-8899 
 

  
 

USF Marshall Center design-build project 

 

USF SE Chiller Plant at Sundome design-build project 

 

mailto:jash@ash-grp.com
mailto:jash@ash-grp.com
mailto:jash@ash-grp.com


Small Business Day Big Success 
   
 
   Close to 100 professionals attended 
Tampa Post’s Small Business Day on 
August 14, 2013, which included 
specialty speakers and panels 
discussing government work and 
lessons learned as well as networking 
sessions with government and large 
business representatives.  Lunch 
Keynote Speaker James “Tony” Price, 
Small Business Consultant, reviewed 
teaming and developing a winning 
proposal that included specific helpful 
strategies. 

Post President David O’Brien discusses 
the day’s events. 

Keynote Speaker Tony Price reviews 
teaming and helpful strategies. 

Lessons learned panel speakers included: Mackey Williams - 
RM Williams Construction, Charles Rose - Pedro Falcon 
Electric, Josh Walker - Danner Construction, and Terry 
Taylor - Homeland Security Construction. 
. 
 
  

Government panel speakers included: Mary Moore and Linda 
Spadaro- ACOE Mobile, Contracting and SDB Office, Rabon 
Lewis - US Small Business Administration, Nelson Escribano - 
MacDill AFB, SBE Liaison and Gregory Hart - City of Tampa - 
SBE Liaison. 
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JR Kozera - Photography 



Small Business Day Big Success 
  More Highlights… 
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JR Kozera - Photography 



Tampa Bay Post President’s Message -- 
Hurricanes, Emergency Preparation,  
      
   Dear Tampa Bay Post officers, directors, members and  
 
   September is our Emergency Preparedness and Response Program, so I hope you’re all 
ready for another round of Jeopardy.  Our September luncheon falls on the 11th, the 12 
year anniversary of the worst terrorist attack in our country’s history.  It’s a sad reminder 
that not only do emergencies come in the form of natural disasters, but they also come in 
the form of man-made disasters.  And although we tend to focus on these terrorizing acts, 
as we’ve seen in years past they can also be caused by industrial accidents.   
   First, we should take a moment to remember those lost in the 9-11 attack, what seems 
like so many years ago.  The military offenses in Afghanistan and Iraq that followed have 
meant much in sacrifice for our men and women serving in the military.  We should never 
forget the men and women that have lost their lives to protect our freedom.  Then there 
are the other untold victims of these wars.  These are the men and women who come back 
injured; some with visible afflictions and others with equally or more damaging mental 
health challenges.  I’ve personally seen the effects of post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), and the effects are real and debilitating to those who in seemingly every other way 
appear healthy.  We should also never forget the spouses, children, and family 
members of those who served.  They are truly the forgotten few, yet their 
sacrifice is a burden that will be with them for a lifetime.  They see their loved one 
leave for active duty, only to never see them again or to have a radically changed person 
return in their place.  Today as you read this newsletter, I ask you to think about those that 
you know that may have been affected by September 11th, directly or indirectly, and reach 
out to them.  Offer them your gratitude, friendship and anything else that may make a 
difference in their life.     
   Here in Florida, we are under the constant threat of a devastating hurricane.  Many of us 
have been lulled into a false sense of security because the Tampa Bay area has not seen a 
major storm since 1921.  I don’t believe there are many of us that remember that storm.  
Whether it will be this year or in 100 years, the only true prediction is that Tampa Bay will 
be hit again.  Regardless, it is our duty to be prepared for whatever Mother Nature throws 
at us.  At the local level, we need to utilize our resources not only to be prepared, but also 
to survive during and after the impact until further assistance is available.   
   Hurricanes are not our only threat.  As an industrial nation, we use extreme amounts of 
energy and that energy requires potentially dangerous conditions during creation, transport 
and delivery.  There will always be the possibility of an industrial accident.  We saw just 
such an accident in Texas when a fertilizer plant exploded and devastated the surrounding 
town.  You may believe, “I don’t have an industrial plant in my back yard, so it can’t 
happen to me”.  But as the people of San Bruno, California found out, you don’t need a 
factory or plant in your back yard.  The town of San Bruno was a quiet residential 
neighborhood that had a seemingly harmless underground natural gas pipeline running 
through it.  In 2010 the pipeline failed, exploded, and completely destroyed the 
neighborhood.  The lesson we must all learn is that none of us can predict when or 
where the next disaster will take place, and we must be prepared to respond. 
 
    Continued on page 7  
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Community and Gratitude… 
 
   partnering agencies, 
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Tampa Bay Post President’s Message  
    
     Continued from Page 6 

David J. O’Brien, Jr., PSM 
Post President 2013-2014 

There are numerous avenues to receive this 
knowledge and many of them are free.  FEMA’s 
Emergency Management Institute is one of them 
(http://www.training.fema.gov/EMI/). You can take 
the training online at your pace and schedule.  In 
doing so, you will be helping your community and 
helping your Post attain a streamer (post award).   
   In closing, regardless of the cause we must always 
remember those who have been lost to disasters, 
whether they are man-made or natural.  In order to 
limit the casualties and damage, we also must be 
diligent in our preparation for such events.  At all 
levels (Community, Business, Individual) we 
must have emergency preparedness AND 
action plans in place, and be ready to respond 
to the disaster or aid in the subsequent 
cleanup and recovery.  Remember, being 
prepared to help those around us is our civic 
and community duty.  And by coming together as 
a community we can limit the impact from the 
disaster, expedite cleanup efforts, and become 
resilient to the next event.  Make sure to ask a SAME 
board member for more information on the FEMA 
Emergency Management Institute and take the first 
step in preparing yourself to help others.  I hope to 
see you all this month as we play Jeopardy and 
prepare for disasters in a fun and entertaining way! 
 

 

Hurricanes, Preparation, Community… 

Join SAME in Support of the 

New Marine 

   Donations have provided 50% of the 
needed funds.  Help the Marine Corps 
Engineers reach their goal of $60,000!  
   The Marine Corps Engineer Association will 
pay tribute to all Marine Corps Engineers and 
related occupational specialties by sponsoring 
the design and construction of a monument 
to be placed within Semper Fidelis Memorial 
Park at the National Museum of the Marine 
Corps located adjacent to the Marine Corps 
Base Quantico, Virginia. 
   SAMEHQ has donated $3,000 to the 
Monument fund, as approved by the Board of 
Directors and is encouraging SAME members 
to support the Marine Corps efforts by 
making a donation. 
   For more information on the construction 
of the monument or to make a donation, visit 
WWW.MARCORENGASN.ORG 
<http://cts.vresp.com/c/?SocietyofAmerican
Mil/942cbbe55f/dc449df477/5245b130cd>  
   Checks should be made payable to MCEA 
with Monument Fund in the “for line” and 
mailed to: MCEA 807 Carriage Hills Blvd., 
Conroe, TX 77384 (do not send to SAME). 
Or you can make a donation online using 
your credit card or PayPal account via the 
MCEA website at www.marcorengasn.org 
<http://cts.vresp.com/c/?SocietyofAmerican
Mil/942cbbe55f/dc449df477/af73d4c92b> .  
   Funds collected by MCEA in excess of the 
needed building fund will be transferred to 
the MCEA Assistance Fund to help those in 
need.  
   MCEA is an HQMC sanctioned, tax-exempt, 
nonprofit organization, IRS 501(c)(19), 
incorporated in North Carolina, in 1991. All 
contributions fully qualify for a tax deduction. 
  
 
 
  

 

Engineer Monument 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMI/
http://www.marcorengasn.org/
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?SocietyofAmericanMil/942cbbe55f/dc449df477/5245b130cd
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?SocietyofAmericanMil/942cbbe55f/dc449df477/5245b130cd
http://www.marcorengasn.org/
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?SocietyofAmericanMil/942cbbe55f/dc449df477/af73d4c92b
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?SocietyofAmericanMil/942cbbe55f/dc449df477/af73d4c92b


MemberSpotlight 

  
 

Name:  LCDR Chad Marshall 
  
Post Position:  Chair, Leadership  
and Mentoring Committee 
                    
Occupation: US Navy Civil  
Engineer, MILCON Program  
Manager for United States  
Special Operations Command 
 
Education: B.S. in Civil Engineering from 
Tennessee Tech University; M.S. in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Washington 
 
Career Highlights: Participated in Hurricane 
Katrina recovery efforts on Mississippi Gulf Coast; 
Completed 1 Iraq and 2 Afghanistan deployments 
leading contingency construction efforts for 
coalition forces; Professional Engineer in the state 
of Tennessee; DoD Contracting Level II Certified. 
 
SAME Background: Initially joined SAME in the 
Spring of 2005 as part of the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Chapter and participated in post activities 
until transferring to Naval Air Station Sigonella, 
Sicily in December 2007. There was no SAME 
chapter in Sigonella, but rejoined SAME upon 
transferring here to MacDill AFB in the spring of 
2012. 
 
What People May Not Know About You?: My wife 
and I are Parrot Heads! We love Jimmy Buffett’s 
music and the Margaritaville lifestyle and have 
attended numerous Jimmy Buffett concerts 
including shows in Paris and London. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Giving Back 
   More Photos… 
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SAME Sponsored Air Force Camp 
  
    Tampa Post’s nominee, Charis Lee, was selected by 
SAME to attend the SAME sponsored Air Force Academy 
Camp in Colorado Springs, Colorado, from June 27 
through July 03, 2013. Lee shared her experience during 
the Small Business event giving an enthusiastic review of 
all the activities, competitions and knowledge gleaned 
from the experience. 
   Some of the events are shown in the photos below 
including a water filtration competition (right, center),  
and sustainable energy and engineering labs (bottom 
photos). During the concrete beam destruction 
competition, the Bravo Flight team that Lee was on took 
first place with their beam supporting 2,500 pounds 
(center, left photo). Congratulations Charis! 
 
 
  
  

 

Student Shares Experience – Part II 
  
 

Post President David O’Brien, left, and Camp Chair  
J.R. Kozera thank Charis Lee for her presentation. 
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Veterans and Supporters 
Knees in the Breeze Skydiving Event 

 

Saturday - 12 October, 2013  
10:00 am 

Start Skydiving Florida 
Orlando North Airpark 

8600 Jones Avenue    Hanger 10 
Zellwood, Florida, 32798 USA  

All expenses are paid  Lunch provided   
 

Please RSVP by September 14 
POC: Rick Cicero (US. Army Abn.)  

434-294-5883 
richard_cicero@bellsouth.net  

 
Show your support for our combat injured family  

and enjoy a day on the DROP ZONE with 15 Jumpers! 
Strap Hangers are Welcome,  

slots may open due to cancellations 
 

        If you are not a member of Wounded Warrior Project  
    please join, it is free and the benefits help us all 
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Tampa Post 

Membership - Stacia Wilbeck 
 HSW Engineering 
 swilbeck@hsweng.com 
  
Education & Training - Derek Doughty 
 Applied Sciences 
 derek.doughty@appliedsciencesci.com 
  
Relationships & Recognition - Denise Young 
 Core Construction 
 deniseyoung@coreconstruction.com 
  
Leadership & Mentoring  
(Camps & Scholarships) - JR Kozera 
 HSA Engineers & Scientists 
 jrkozera@hsa-env.com 
  
Emergency Preparedness - Rick Sloop 
 IAP Worldwide 
 Richard.E.Sloop@iapws.com 
  
Administration/Secretary - Rachelle Arnold 
 Akima Faci4lities Management 
 rachelle.arnold@akimafacmgmt.com 
  
Finance/Treasurer - Fleet Wulf 
 Atkins 
 fmwulf@pbsj.com 
  
Fellow - Mary Matthews Hains 
 AMEC 
 mary.matthewshains@amec.com 
  
Young Member – 
 
  
Awards - Irv Lee 
 City of Tampa 
 Irvin.Lee@Tampagov.net 
  
Communications - Jennifer Priem 
 Bayside Engineering 
 jpriem@baysideng.com 
  
Programs - Rick Sloop 
 IAP Worldwide   Richard.E.Sloop@iapws.com  
  
  
  

  
 

Contact a committee chair…  
 

 
 
 
  
  
 
September 11 Emergency Jeopardy 
 
October 9 Industry Day 
 
November 13 Military Appreciation – 
 Wounded Warriors 

December Christmas Social  
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