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Tampa Bay Post President’s Message -- 

  

   Dear Tampa Bay Post officers, directors, members and  

 
  
 
      
  

Giving Gifts that Matter 
 

   partnering agencies, 

   Well, another year has gone by and Christmas 
and New Year’s is once again here.  This is the 
time for reflection of the past year, but also the 
time to set goals and plan for the year to come.  
This should be a time when we ease up at work 
and spend more time with our friends and families 
and build those relationships that truly matter.  
Life is comprised of relationships, both professional 
and personal.  Hopefully with the private 
relationships being our most important.  However, 
when we review the way we spent our days this 
past year, have we spent more time on our 
personal relationships than our private 
relationships?  This question reminds me of what 
my business coach used to tell me, “Show me 
where you spend your time, and I will show you 
where your priorities are.”  Are our priorities in the 
right place?  Don’t get me wrong, the time and 
resources we pour into our professional life does 
pay benefits for our friends and family, but 
remember there has to be  
balance between the two. 
   Let’s take a quick look at  
Christmas and the idea of  
gift giving.  Ralph Waldo  
Emerson wrote a short paper  
on gift giving titled “Gifts” in 1844.  He spells out 
that the gift must be “fitting”.  What does “fitting” 
mean when applied to gift giving?  The gift has to 
be fitting for the recipient, the giver, and the 
occasion.  A “true” gift brings joy to all involved 
and is a display of love and caring from the giver 

The Holidays:  Reflecting on Family, Balance, 

to the recipient.   In our society, Christmas is the 
preeminent time of year for us to display these 
emotions to our loved ones.  Gifts are a physical 
representation of our emotions and feelings that 
are with us throughout the rest of the year, but 
that we may not do a good job communicating.  
There is real power in giving.  No individual can 
truly read the mind of another, but giving allows us 
to transform our feelings and emotions for the 
recipient of the gift into a real, tangible item.  
Therefore, the act of gift giving is extremely 
powerful to the giver, the recipient and all those 
affected by the gift.   
   Let’s take the story of “Santa Claus”, based on 
the mytho-historical figure of Saint Nicholas.  We 
know very little about the real Saint Nicholas, but 
we do know that he was an actual man that lived 
over 1700 years ago, allegedly somewhere around 
the region of Turkey.  He was born into a rich 
family, whereupon both his parents died when he 
was young, leaving him very wealthy.  Legend has 
it that he gave it all away, with the most famous 
story being that he tossed bags of gold through the 
windows of three young girls and forever changed 
their lives for the better.  One man, doing nothing 
more than giving freely to others, has inspired 
millions around the world to give gifts in his honor.  
If all of us think back to our childhoods, I bet we 
have a certain gift that we received at Christmas 
that the very thought of brings us joy to this day.  
  Continued on Page 4 
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The Gramatica Family Foundation Shares How They Aid 
Disabled Veterans at November Meeting 
  
   The November Post meeting centered around 
giving back.  Professional football stars Bill and 
Martin Gramatica shared how they build dreams for 
combat wounded veterans through the Gramatica 
Family Foundation, a nonprofit they established 
several years ago.  The Foundation’s mission is to 
provide energy efficient housing initiatives to 
disabled military veterans, the under-privileged and 
the ailing.  
   The Gramaticas spoke about the Foundation’s  
future program and goals. They just broke ground 
on their third home this year, this one in St. 
Petersburg. As an example of their energy 
efficiency initiatives, Charlie’s house is 1,800 sq ft 
with the power bill averaging only $28 a month.  
   The Foundation hopes to build five houses per 
year and help the same amount of disabled 
veterans. What sets them apart from other non-
profits is that they hand over the deed to the house 
once occupied. And the houses are designed 
specifically for the individual. For example, Charlie’s 
garage had to be redesigned to accommodate his 
vehicle and wheel chair ramp.  
   A highlight of their presentation was when Rick 
Sloop, Post Vice-President, Operations, presented 
the Gramaticas a $1,000 donation check for their 
Foundation. 
   The Gramaticas continue  
to add new ways to raise  
funds to help veterans.   
They just initiated the First  
Annual Charity Kickball  
Tournament which was  
held last month. Great  
participation means they  
are looking forward to  
more teams next year. 
   If interested in volun- 
teering or contributing to,  
please contact the  
Gramaticas through their  
Website at www.gramati 
cafamilyfoundation.org. 
 
 
  
  
  

  
 

Above: Martin Gramatica talks about how 
their Foundation helps wounded warriors. 
 
Left: Volunteers help build a special-needs 
home for a disabled veteran who is also a 
part of the process. 

Left: Rick 
Sloop, Post 
Vice-President, 
Operations, 
presents Bill 
and Martin 
Gramatica’s a 
$1,000 donation 
check for their 
Foundation. 
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The Young Member Event was held 
on November 6th, where was it held? 

 

http://www.gramati/
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   Remember this Christmas to give 
freely of what you have, but also 
remember that the greatest gift you 
can give is your love and time.  Take 
some time this Holiday Season and 
spend it with your friends and family.  
Remember those who can’t give the 
gift of “their time” during Holiday 
season, especially the military men 
and women that are serving our 
country around the world.  Those 
among us who give all of us the 
“great gift”: the gift of protection and 
freedom to pursue a life of happiness.  
If you have a friend or family member 
that is deployed reach out to them, 
send them a gift.  If they have a 
spouse or kids, give of your time and 
resources to them, because 
remember, by virtual of having a 
military spouse or parent, they have 
already given much more than many 
of us will give.  I hope all of you have 
a joyful season of gift giving and 
receiving.  I hope to see all of you at 
the Holiday party in a few days!     
   Remember to bring a “gift” (toy for 

a young man or lady) and if I don’t 
see you there, then have a MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
 

 

Tampa Post President’s Message  

Giving Gifts that Matter 

David J. O’Brien, Jr., PSM 

Post President 2013-2014 

The Holidays: 

Continued from Page 2 

 
Annual Young Member 
Mentoring Event Huge 

      SUCCESS 
   The Post Board of Directors and Fellows hosted the 
annual Young Member (YM) Mentoring Event with a 
mixer at the Boardwalk, a restaurant owned by one of 
the retired Fellows, Paul Hains.  Among the 
distinguished hosts were SAME Past National President 
MG Dean Fox, USAF (ret) and Past Tampa Bay Post 
Presidents Irv Lee, Col, USAF (ret), Bob Hughes, MacDill 
Civil Engineer, and Paul Hains, Col, USAF (ret).    
   The YM Mentoring Event committee was led by Fellow 
Mary Matthews Hains, Lt Col, USAF (ret)  and Kelly 
Bishop of HSW Engineering.  They decided to build an 
outreach committee for the event consisting entirely of 
YMs:  Matt Hoak of CBRE, Stacia Wilbeck of HSW, and 
Sarah Gambino of USA Tampa.  Their strategy to ensure 
the widest outreach to YMs was to make individual 
follow-up contacts from the YMs on the committee to 
every YM assigned to the Post.  The event, with a 
planning target of 20-25 attendees, was an 
overwhelming success with over 30 Post members in 
attendance.   
   In addition to mixing and meeting with each other, 
the formal program included a free raffle of three 
career-inspiring or life-changing books pulled from the 
Fellows’ personal archives.  A couple of Visa gift cards 
were also given away as prizes.  Hors d’ouevres and 
drinks were hosted by the Board, courtesy of the 
Education and Mentoring Fund.    
   Post President Dave O’Brien had this to say about the 
event:  “If you missed our first Young Member/Fellow 
evening event, you missed one of the most entertaining 
SAME gatherings I’ve ever attended.  The people were 
great, the food was awesome and the inspiring testi- 
monies from our Fellows were priceless.” 

 

Tampa Bay Post 
    

Just how “in the know” are you when it 
comes to Tampa Post happenings? Your 
knowledge will win you 1 raffle ticket  
per questioned answered correctly at 
the next meeting and the “fun facts” will 
always be found in the TP Connection 
newsletters. There are 4 “fun facts” 
hidden in this issue and the first to get 
each one right wins a ticket!   



MemberSpotlight 

 

 
WELCOME 
 

 

New Company/Agency Rep 
Erin McCormick 
  Aerial Cartographics of America Inc.  
Lt. Steven Futch 
Nickolas Fusco 
  Photo Science 
Thomas Ries 
  Scheda Ecological Associates, Inc 
Ron Fantini 
  URETEK Holdings, Inc. 
Sarah Rollins 
 

New Individual Members 
Kirk Rouse 
  Leesburg Concrete Company 
Ben Vizzi 
  Leesburg Concrete Company  
Brian Stock 
  Leesburg Concrete Company  
Susan Kindle 
  Leesburg Concrete Company 
  
 
  

 
  
 

to the Tampa Bay Post 
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Who is the editor/designer of 
the Tampa Post Connection? 

Name: David Fusco, 
           PE, LEED AP          
 
 
Post Position:  Member 
 
Occupation:  Structural  
                   Project Engineer 
                   TLC Engineering 
 for Architecture 
 
Education: Bachelor's of Science in Civil 
Engineering from Rutgers University. 
 
Career Highlights:  Spent over one year of 
my career working as a structural project 
engineer on the Florida Polytechnic 
University.  
 
SAME Background: Was introduced this 
year as a young member by long time 
member, Ray Stacey of TLC.   
 
What People May Not Know About You? 
I'm an avid racquetball player and have 
been a league champion at the South 
Tampa LA Fitness. 

 



Tampa Post Promoting Future Engineers 
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AECOM 
Aerotek, Inc. 
Affiliated Engineers, Inc. 
Akima Facilities Management 
AMEC Earth & Environmental* 
American Compliance Technologies Inc. 
Applied Sciences Consulting, Inc. 
ARCADIS/Malcolm Pirnie* 
Ardaman & Associates, Inc.** 
Atkins** 
Ayres Associates** 
Bacik Group 
Baslee Engineering Solutions (BES), Inc. 
Bauer Foundation Corp. 
Bayside Engineering, Inc 
Black & Veatch Special Projects Corp. 
BlueForge, LLC 
Burns & McDonnell** 
Cardno TBE 
CH2MHILL** 
Cherokee Nation Businesses 
Chugach Alaska Corporation 
ConEdison SolutionsDWG & Associates, Inc. 
Digital Aerial Solutions, LLC 
Dyer, Riddle, Mills & Precourt, Inc. 
Foresight Construction Group, Inc. 
Four Seasons Environmental, Inc. 
Gilbane Building Company 
GLE Associates, Inc. 
Golder Associates, Inc. 
Groundwater & Environmental Services 
HDR** 
HSA Engineers & Scientists 
HSW Engineering Inc. 
Hyatt Survey Services, Inc. 
IAP Worldwide Services, Inc. 
J. Kokolakis Contracting, Inc. 
J2 Engineering, Inc.* 
Jacobs 

Jones Edmunds & Associates, Inc. 
KCI Technologies Inc. 
LBYD, Inc. 
MACTEC Engineering and Consulting Inc.* 
Manhattan Construction Company 
MAS Environmental, LLC 
Maverick Constructors, LLC 
McDonough Bolyard Peck, Inc. 
MCM 
MES Group, Inc. 
Michael Baker Corporation 
Moffatt & Nichol** 
Panduit Corp 
Parsons** 
Plunkett Raysich Architects, LLP 
Polu Kai Services, LLC 
Professional Services Industries Inc. 
Reynolds, Smith & Hills, Inc.** 
Rhodes Brito Architects 
RW Armstrong 
S&ME, Inc. 
Siemens Industries Inc 
Stantec, Inc. 
SurvTech Solutions, Inc. 
TDKA 
Tech USA, LLC 
Tetra Tech, Inc.** 
Timberwind Construction LLC 
TLC Engineering for Architecture, Inc.* 
Tremco Commercial Sealants and Waterproofing 
Truline, Div. of Formtech Enterprises Inc. 
URS Corporation** 
Volkert, Inc. 
VoltAir Consulting Engineers 
Walbridge 
Wesco/CSC 
Woolpert*  
Zyscovich Architects 

 

 

Tampa Post Sustaining Member  

      

 

Honor Roll 

What is the Goethals Award? 
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Tampa Post 

Membership - Stacia Wilbeck 

 HSW Engineering 

 swilbeck@hsweng.com 

  

Education & Training - Derek Doughty 

 Applied Sciences 

 derek.doughty@appliedsciencesci.com 

  

Relationships & Recognition - Denise Young 

 Core Construction 

 deniseyoung@coreconstruction.com 

  

Leadership & Mentoring  

(Camps & Scholarships) - JR Kozera 

Conestoga-Rovers & Associates (CRA) 

jrkozera@CRAworld.com 

  

Emergency Preparedness - Rick Sloop 

 IAP Worldwide 

 Richard.E.Sloop@iapws.com 

  

Administration/Secretary - Rachelle Arnold 

 Akima Facilities Management 

 rachelle.arnold@akimafacmgmt.com 

  

Finance/Treasurer - Fleet Wulf 

 Atkins 

 fmwulf@pbsj.com 

  

Fellow - Mary Matthews Hains 

 AMEC 

 mary.matthewshains@amec.com 

  

Young Member – Matt Hoak 

CBRE- Global Corporate Services 

matthew.hoak@cbre.com 

 

Awards - Irv Lee 

 City of Tampa 

 Irvin.Lee@Tampagov.net 

  

Communications - Jennifer Priem 

 Bayside Engineering 

 jpriem@baysideng.com 

  

Programs - Rick Sloop 

 IAP Worldwide   Richard.E.Sloop@iapws.com  

  
  
  

  
 

Contact a committee chair… 
 

 
 
 
  
  

 
 

January – No Meeting 
 
February 12 TBD 
March 12 TBD 
April TBD Golf Tournament/Industry Day 
May 14 TBD 
June 11 TBD 
July 9 Small Business Event 
August 13 TBD 
September 10 TBD 
October 8 TBD 
November 12 TBD 
December 10 Holiday Social 

What is the Gramatica 
Foundation’s mission? 
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